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Fiona Briggs
Editor, Top 100 
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Checkout and Independent Retail News are offering one lucky
reader the chance to win a month’s supply for an individual of
a Coca-Cola Enterprises’ brand of their choice, by identifying
the brands that feature in our Top 100 Grocery Brands logo (see
front cover). The winner will be drawn from the correct answers
placed in a hat.

Simply complete this form and fax your answer to 01322 616375 by 31 March 2005.

Name:
Company:

Job title:
Address:

Email:
Telephone no:

WIN! WIN! WIN! Win a month’s supply of Coke!

Credit/debit culture
drives top grocery brands

THE CONSUMER TREND TO EAT HEALTHY AND INDULGENT
products is reflected in the Checkout and Independent Retail News
exclusive Top 100 Grocery Brands survey.

Compiled in conjunction with ACNielsen, the survey reveals the UK’s
favourite brands are a mix of those that are ‘better for you’ like
bread, cereals, water and low fat spreads and treats like chocolate,
crisps and fizzy drinks.

The survey, which is based on sales data from more than 82,000 gro-
cery stores, shows the top selling grocery brands in 2004.  

It supports the view that consumers are increasingly adopting a
‘credit/debit’ approach to diet – choosing to eat healthier products
during the week and more indulgent products at the weekend.

Actimel, Danone’s active health drink, was the fastest-growing brand in
2004 with sales ahead by more than 71% to £91m. It did not even
make the top 100 when Checkout last ran the survey in December
2001. Now it ranks at 48 in the league. Other ‘good for you’ brands
featuring in the top 10 of fastest growing brands (see page 12) include
Kellogg’s Special K, Uncle Ben’s Rice and the functional soft drink Red
Bull. At the same time, Cadbury Flake, McCoy’s crisps and Chicago
Town Pizza featured among the fastest growers in 2004.

Confectionery brands are also prominent in the top 100 ranking with
Cadbury Dairy Milk taking the top slot, followed by Kitkat.

Soft drinks brands feature heavily too but with ‘healthier’ drinks like
Lucozade, Tropicana, Volvic water, Red Bull and Actimel among the
top sellers.

Coca-Cola, comprising both the regular Coke and Diet Coke brands,
has retained its dominant position as the number one grocery brand
with sales of £895m, more than double its nearest rival, Walkers Crisps. 

The top 10 also features all three leading bread brands with
Warburtons, which is still a regional player, taking the top slot and
phenomenally becoming the UK’s third largest grocery brand.
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All figures are sourced from ACNielsen’s Scantrack system which monitors weekly data from a nationwide net-
work of EPoS checkout scanners. Coverage includes the total GB Market, which consists of grocery multiples,
convenience multiples, independents, multiple forecourts, impulse multiples, Co-ops and symbol stores (see
breakdown below). ACNielsen’s Retail Measurement Services provides comprehensive information on actual
purchases, market shares, distribution, pricing and merchandising and promotional activities – and is the fastest
and most accurate monitor of consumer sales in Europe. For more information visit www.acnielsen.com

The Top 100 Grocery Brands survey defines a ‘brand’ as every product falling under a brand banner within
a particular category (see page 6 for brand definitions). No cross-category tabulations are included.

TOP
100
GROCERY
BRANDS

# BRAND MAT £ to... 27 Dec 03 25 Dec 04 +/- %
1 COCA-COLA 922,123,309 894,668,481 -3.0 
2 WALKERS CRISPS 421,682,681 409,614,250 -2.9 
3 WARBURTONS WRAPPED BAKERY 330,332,619 381,032,729 15.3 
4 CADBURY DAIRY MILK 292,720,000 319,892,000 9.3 
5 NESCAFÉ INSTANT COFFEE 308,425,000 313,687,000 1.7 
6 MÜLLER YOGURT 316,384,958 312,108,921 -1.4 
7 KINGSMILL PLANT BREAD/BAKERY 278,363,532 301,738,999 8.4 
8 HOVIS PLANT BREAD/BAKERY 283,042,034 301,074,736 6.4 
9 ANDREX TOILET TISSUE 266,217,124 283,281,492 6.4 

10 ROBINSONS SOFT DRINKS 268,198,200 266,112,898 -0.8 
11 PERSIL LAUNDRY PRODUCTS 251,724,008 239,539,063 -4.8 
12 LUCOZADE 216,513,871 228,732,672 5.6 
13 PEPSI 218,140,148 213,202,154 -2.3 
14 WHISKAS 215,647,278 205,500,718 -4.7 
15 ARIEL LAUNDRY PRODUCTS 192,511,610 186,974,833 -2.9 
16 PEDIGREE 179,527,627 184,439,173 2.7 
17 BERNARDMATTHEWS COOKEDMEAT188,946,468 180,443,471 -4.5 
18 KITKAT 163,741,000 172,940,000 5.6 
19 MCCAIN CHIPS 168,464,378 168,659,291 0.1 
20 WRIGLEY’S EXTRA 157,994,000 164,465,000 4.1 
21 FLORA SPREADS 155,939,953 163,805,765 5.0 
22 FANTA 182,343,573 161,621,009 -11.4 
23 RIBENA 165,813,885 157,160,992 -5.2 
24 HEINZ SOUPS 145,569,887 153,285,429 5.3 
25 FELIX 141,369,084 150,866,326 6.7 
26 LURPAK BUTTER 138,585,237 150,212,058 8.4 
27 HEINZ BAKED BEANS 143,038,564 148,312,392 3.7 
28 MR KIPLING CAKES 146,322,627 145,290,952 -0.7 
29 SILVER SPOON SUGAR 139,796,658 144,843,743 3.6 
30 TROPICANA FRUIT JUICES 126,066,826 135,899,791 7.8 
31 GALAXY 129,416,000 131,377,000 1.5 
32 TETLEY TEA 129,629,333 130,758,225 0.9 
33 PRINGLES 128,383,669 130,401,848 1.6 
34 MALTESERS 121,856,000 128,185,000 5.2 
35 DAIRYLEA 121,007,639 127,336,751 5.2 
36 PG TIPS 132,564,595 125,828,664 -5.1 
37 BOLD LAUNDRY 125,951,361 124,564,396 -1.1 
38 RED BULL 95,687,300 110,157,675 15.1 
39 VOLVIC WATER 97,574,843 108,884,435 11.6 
40 FINISH AUTO DISHWASH 100,887,923 105,203,405 4.3 
41 BIRDS EYE FROZEN FISH 113,484,477 102,645,849 -9.6 
42 MARS 104,989,000 100,787,000 -4.0 
43 DOLMIO SAUCES 94,094,997 98,893,812 5.1 
44 SENSATIONS BY WALKERS 88,706,090 97,592,501 10.0 
45 FAIRY HAND DISHWASH 92,390,300 96,316,700 4.2 
46 BIRDS EYE FROZEN POULTRY 98,372,516 95,424,304 -3.0 
47 YOUNG’S FROZEN FISH 88,712,165 92,914,733 4.7 
48 ACTIMEL 53,220,538 91,165,274 71.3 
49 VELVET TOILET TISSUE 105,794,648 89,151,855 -15.7 
50 KENCO INSTANT COFFEE 86,486,000 88,815,000 2.7 

# BRAND MAT £ to... 27 Dec 03 25 Dec 04 +/- %
51 WEETABIX 82,658,839 88,037,796 6.5 
52 POT NOODLE 96,930,000 87,732,000 -9.5 
53 SCHWEPPES 86,857,616 86,802,283 -0.1 
54 KLEENEX TISSUE 95,024,535 86,311,393 -9.2 
55 HEINZ TOMATO KETCHUP 75,117,000 83,051,000 10.6 
56 CATHEDRAL CITY 67,028,000 80,960,000 20.8 
57 DAZ LAUNDRY PRODUCTS 73,761,252 80,933,288 9.7 
58 AIRWICK AIRCARE 68,232,796 79,824,882 17.0 
59 EVIAN WATER 76,500,820 79,231,216 3.6 
60 KELLOGG’S SPECIAL K 61,442,276 78,902,352 28.4 
61 IRN BRU 78,592,230 76,589,008 -2.5 
62 GOODFELLA’S 81,056,617 76,493,708 -5.6 
63 BIRDS EYE FROZEN VEG 75,249,000 76,372,000 1.5 
64 FAIRY LAUNDRY PRODUCTS 69,591,934 75,334,901 8.3 
65 CELEBRATIONS 72,813,000 74,607,000 2.5 
66 HEINZ CANNED PASTA 77,315,344 73,196,322 -5.3 
67 TWIX 74,337,000 73,102,000 -1.7 
68 GLADE AIRCARE 65,910,544 72,415,191 9.9 
69 CADBURY CAKES 73,049,195 71,963,276 -1.5 
70 KELLOGG’S CORNFLAKES 75,832,521 70,954,106 -6.4 
71 TATE & LYLE SUGAR 68,274,182 70,713,910 3.6 
72 ANCHOR BUTTER 70,839,036 70,518,419 -0.5 
73 FLASH HARD SURFACE CLEANERS 61,742,353 69,082,588 11.9 
74 CHICAGO TOWN PIZZA 59,740,647 68,489,707 14.6 
75 GINSTERS SAVOURY PASTRIES 65,925,949 68,170,665 3.4 
76 DORITOS CRISPS 63,030,008 67,924,524 7.8 
77 JOHN WEST TUNA 69,401,000 67,396,000 -2.9 
78 QUALITY STREET 65,966,000 67,258,000 2.0 
79 BIRDS EYE FROZEN READY MEALS 79,552,555 66,336,528 -16.6 
80 HELLMANN’S MAYONNAISE 61,732,000 66,265,000 7.3 
81 MCCOY’S CRISPS 57,278,997 65,882,618 15.0 
82 MCVITIE’S CHOCOLATE DIGESTIVES 65,896,013 65,317,260 -0.9 
83 HARIBO GUMS AND JELLIES 60,496,000 64,586,000 6.8 
84 CADBURY FLAKE 52,643,000 64,492,000 22.5 
85 WEIGHT WATCHERS READY MEALS 61,342,663 64,292,625 4.8 
86 CADBURY ROSES 56,756,000 63,717,000 12.3 
87 BISTO GRAVY 58,588,000 62,975,000 7.5 
88 CLOVER SPREADS 61,680,870 62,907,792 2.0 
89 DR PEPPER 64,810,579 62,404,546 -3.7 
90 QUAVERS CRISPS 61,113,343 61,720,256 1.0 
91 MCVITIE’S CAKES 55,914,425 61,525,169 10.0 
92 KNORR COOKING SAUCES 69,045,210 61,239,860 -11.3 
93 SURF LAUNDRY 68,173,772 60,215,684 -11.7 
94 MAGNUM ICE CREAM 75,323,172 59,948,794 -20.4 
95 UNCLE BEN’S RICE 48,446,896 57,781,888 19.3 
96 CHARMIN COMFORT TOILET TISSUE 56,986,060 57,565,561 1.0 
97 GO CAT 60,006,754 55,395,619 -7.7 
98 SNICKERS 55,003,000 55,268,000 0.5 
99 NESTLÉ SHREDDED WHEAT 49,175,698 55,054,811 12.0 

100 HULA HOOPS 62,772,067 54,452,428 -13.3

Market coverage
Grocery Co-op Convenience Multiple Multiple Symbol 
multiples grocers multiples forecourts off-licences groups Independents Other impulse

5,174 2,490 2,238 3,817 3,651 6,360 54,933 3,390

Market data for the Top 100 Grocery Brands is compiled from sales in 82,053
stores across the UK. This total is broken down into the categories below.

* Those brands with sales values ending 000 have been rounded to the nearest thousand





COCA-COLA INCLUDES ALL VARIANTS OF COKE AND DIET COKE

WALKERS CRISPS INCLUDES WALKERS CRISPS, WALKERS BIG
EATS, WALKERS GRAB BAGS, WALKERS MEDITERRANEAN

WARBURTONS WRAPPED BAKERY INCLUDES ALL WARBURTONS
BRANDED PRE-PACKED BREAD AND BAKERY PRODUCTS

CADBURY DAIRY MILK INCLUDES ALL CADBURY DAIRY MILK
VARIANTS

MÜLLER YOGURT INCLUDES MÜLLER CORNERS, MÜLLER
LIGHTS, AMORÉ, THICK & CREAMY AND CHILDREN’S VARIANTS

KINGSMILL PLANT BREAD AND BAKERY INCLUDES ALL
KINGSMILL BRANDED PRE-PACKED BREAD AND BAKERY 
PRODUCTS

HOVIS PLANT BREAD AND BAKERY INCLUDES ALL HOVIS
BRANDED PRE-PACKED BREAD AND BAKERY PRODUCTS

ANDREX TOILET TISSUE INCLUDES ANDREX, ANDREX PUPPIES,
ANDREX ALOE VERA AND ANDREX MOIST

ROBINSONS SOFTDRINKS INCLUDES DILUTABLE AND READY-TO-
DRINK ROBINSONS – ROBINSONS, SPECIAL R, FRUIT SHOOT,
FRUIT SPRING, HIGH JUICE

LUCOZADE INCLUDES ALL LUCOZADE VARIANTS

PEPSI COLA INCLUDES PEPSI, PEPSI MAX, DIET PEPSI

WHISKAS INCLUDES PETFOOD, SNACKS AND TREATS AND 
CAT MILK

PEDIGREE INCLUDES PETFOOD, SNACKS AND TREATS 

BERNARD MATTHEWS COOKED MEAT INCLUDES ALL BERNARD
MATTHEWS PREPACKED COOKED MEAT

KITKAT INCLUDES ALL KITKAT VARIANTS

MCCAIN CHIPS INCLUDES ALL MCCAIN’S FROZEN CHIPS

FLORA SPREADS INCLUDES FLORA ORIGINAL, FLORA LIGHT,
FLORA BUTTERY, FLORA DIET, FLORA LOW SALT, FLORA 
PRO-ACTIV AND FLORA PRO-ACTIV OLIVE

FANTA INCLUDES ALL FANTA FLAVOURS, REGULAR AND DIET

RIBENA INCLUDES ALL RIBENA, DILUTABLE AND READY-TO-
DRINK

HEINZ SOUPS INCLUDES ALL HEINZ SOUP, WEIGHTWATCHERS,
BIG SOUP, CUP, FARMHOUSE, ORGANIC, SPECIAL AND WHOLE
SOUPS

FELIX INCLUDES PETFOOD, SNACKS AND TREATS 
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LURPAK INCLUDES LURPAK BUTTER, LURPAK SLIGHTLY SALTED,
LURPAK UNSALTED, LURPAK LIGHTER SPREAD AND LURPAK
SPREADABLE

HEINZ BAKED BEANS INCLUDES ALL HEINZ BAKED BEANS 
VARIETIES

TOTAL MR KIPLING CAKES INCLUDES ALL MR KIPLING CAKES,
PIES, FLAPJACKS, TARTS, SLICES, SMALL CAKES AND WHOLE
CAKES

SILVER SPOON SUGAR INCLUDES SUGAR AND SUGAR PRODUCTS

PRINGLES INCLUDES PRINGLES, PRINGLES DIPPERS, PRINGLES
RIDGES AND PRINGLES RIGHTS

BIRDS EYE FROZEN FISH INCLUDES ALL BIRDS EYE FROZEN
FISH PRODUCTS

SENSATIONS BY WALKERS INCLUDES SENSATIONS CRISPS,
SENSATIONS CRACKERS, SENSATIONS POPPADOM BITES AND
SENSATIONS NUT CLUSTERS

VELVET TOILET TISSUE INCLUDES DOUBLE VELVET, QUILTED
VELVET AND AROMA VELVET

POT NOODLE INCLUDES POT NOODLE, KING POT NOODLES, POT
CURRY AND POT RICE

KLEENEX TISSUE INCLUDES ALL KLEENEX BRANDED ITEMS AND
MOIST

HEINZ TOMATO KETCHUP INCLUDES ORIGINAL AND ORGANIC

BIRDS EYE FROZEN VEG INCLUDES FROZEN PEAS AND MIXED
VEG

HEINZ CANNED PASTA INCLUDES SPAGHETTI, SPAGHETTI HOOPS,
MACARONI CHEESE, RAVIOLI, PASTA SHAPES, WEIGHT 
WATCHERS CANNED PASTA AND CHARACTER PASTAS

TATE & LYLE SUGAR INCLUDES SUGAR AND SUGAR PRODUCTS

ANCHOR BUTTER INCLUDES ANCHOR, ANCHOR SPREADABLE
AND ANCHOR HALF FAT

DORITOS CRISPS INCLUDES DORITOS, DORITOS DIPPAS AND
DORITOS LATINOS

HELLMANN’S MAYONNAISE INCLUDES REAL, LIGHT AND EXTRA
LIGHT MAYONNAISE

MCCOY’S CRISPS INCLUDES MCCOY’S CRISPS, MCCOY’S SPICE
AND MCCOY’S & DIPS

MCVITIE’S CHOCOLATE DIGESTIVES INCLUDES MCVITIE’S
CHOCOLATE DIGESTIVES, MCVITIE’S MINI CHOCOLATE
DIGESTIVES AND MCVITIE’S CHOCOLATE DIGESTIVE BAR

CLOVER SPREADS INCLUDES CLOVER AND CLOVER SLIGHTLY
SALTED

YEO VALLEY INCLUDES ADULT AND CHILDREN’S YOGURT 
VARIANTS




